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With NVIDIA’s announcement of NemoClaw at GTC 2026, business owners now face a choice 
between two related but distinct AI agent platforms. Both can transform how you operate — but 
they serve different needs. Here’s a clear breakdown. 

OpenClaw: The Original 
OpenClaw is the open-source AI agent that took the tech world by storm in early 2026. Created 
by Peter Steinberger, it amassed over 145,000 GitHub stars and an estimated 300,000 to 
400,000 users. It connects AI models like Claude, GPT, or DeepSeek to your local machine and 
messaging apps, enabling autonomous task execution. 

Strengths: Completely free and open-source. Massive community with over 100 pre-built skills. 
Model-agnostic (use any AI provider). Highly customizable. 

Limitations: Known security vulnerabilities. No built-in enterprise governance. Requires 
significant technical expertise to deploy safely. Community-built skills can contain malicious 
code. 

NemoClaw: The Enterprise Answer 
NemoClaw is NVIDIA’s enterprise-hardened version of OpenClaw, built in collaboration with 
Steinberger himself. It takes the core OpenClaw capabilities and wraps them in security, privacy, 
and compliance features that businesses need. 

Strengths: Enterprise-grade security with multi-layer safeguards. Built-in privacy controls and 
sandbox orchestration. Integrates with NVIDIA’s NeMo AI software suite. Hardware-agnostic 
(runs on any infrastructure, not just NVIDIA GPUs). Open source with enterprise support path. 

Limitations: Currently in early alpha stage. Smaller skill ecosystem than vanilla OpenClaw. 
Fewer community resources and tutorials available. 

Which Should You Choose? 
For most service-based businesses handling client data — law firms, medical practices, 
financial advisors — NemoClaw is the safer foundation. The built-in security controls address 
the exact vulnerabilities that make raw OpenClaw risky in professional settings. 



For internal productivity (personal task management, content creation, development workflows) 
where the data exposure risk is lower, OpenClaw with proper configuration may be sufficient 
and more mature. 

The good news: skills and personas built for OpenClaw are compatible with NemoClaw. You’re 
not locked into one path. 

Our Approach at Costa AI Labs 
We evaluate each client’s security requirements, workflow complexity, and data sensitivity to 
recommend the right platform. In many cases, we deploy a hybrid approach — NemoClaw for 
client-facing operations with strict security needs, and optimized OpenClaw for internal 
productivity workflows. 

Regardless of platform, every deployment gets our full security hardening treatment: sandboxed 
environments, credential vault integration, permission scoping, and prompt injection defenses. 

 

[BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION] 
https://costaailabs.com/contact  
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